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“We would not have a Civil ’?zg;zts Aet {)f 1964 o the Il/oiing
}?zg}zts Aet of 1965 9[ it were not f;)v‘z William Wc(fu[/oc/z, and
g:;af knows what would have Aappenea’ to this country f those bills
had not become law........ What 9 want to emp/zasize is that
there was no one, no one at all, as impottant in the enactment o/

those two piebes of vital legis[ation, the most impottant legis[at[on
o/ the 20th Centu’ty, than Bill MeCulloch.”

Wicholas def3. Katzenhach
ﬂ)’zme’z u s /4ttomeg g)ene’zalr
W{)veméet, 2009

“/4]@62 viewing the ﬂag-d’capea[ caﬁn of William M. WeCulloch
last week........ ﬂ tlwugftt of the Q)*zecian helmet on cfxbp!ag in the
Truman ii[?’caty ...... , a helmet worn [79 a waztior who died with
Leonidas and his 300 Spartans Jeﬁmc[ing Western civilization

at .cﬂte’zmopy[ae. B&ave*zy s important on the /)aii[e/ie[([, but
t/L’zoug/l the centuties it has also been necessauy ﬁ)’L cowrageous
peop/e to protect ﬁeec[om in government institutions as well........
It was z[u»’zing the [ong sessions in committee and on the ﬂOO’L (;f the
_House that, like the Spartans af old, Congtessman WeCulloch's

coutage um] ma’ca/ commitment éecame most evi(/ent.

Clarence Witchel!
j@;&me’c Director, NAACP

March, 1980

“Fknow that you, moe than anyore, wee zesponsié[e fo? the
civil z{gfzts [egis&ztion of the 1960 s, and pa?ticu[a*z[y ﬁ)’c the Civil
f\;’{gflts At of 1964....... You wete a conservative Widwestern
}?epué)[écan ﬁom a fa’cm district, who lay seniouly /;)una/ yau’zse[f
in a position whete the civil ’Liglzts pm[y[em was thuust upon you.
Your integnity under such pressutes is what makes our p()/itical
system worth fig/tting j[O’L and L[ying ﬁ)’z. !

}acque[[ne K erme(jy Ohnassis

jm@, 1971

“7 ] éfze growing numbe‘z q][ /4me’cr’can5 W}lo Jec[me t[tat tﬁceg
are losing fait;a in out system, my rebuttal is the civil Ug/tb stand
of cong&cssman William WeCulloch........ You took a p/ace
in the civil ’Ligﬁts vanguau[ because you wete convinced it was

the tigllt tlu'ng to do, and because you had the courage lo stand
up }g)’t youx convictions -irrespective of po/[tica[ punishment ot
reward. Your reward was simp/y the veward o/ (loing the ’zig/zt

t/zing. We would have fm less cynieism about Amezican poktics
gf we had more politicians like 53l MeCulloch.

Father Theodore 1. jJes/mtgﬁz
Cammisséonez, U.S. Commission on Civil f?{g}zfs
S)epiem;)e’t, 1972




“We ate a nation of many peop{e and many views. Insucha
nation, the prime purpose of a /egis!ato’z, ﬁam wherever he may
eome, is to accommodate the interests, .clesi’zes, wants, and needs
of all ou citizens. To alienate some in order to satisﬁ{ others is
not only a dissewice to thase we alienate, but a violation of the
pzéﬂcfp[es of our E’epul)[x‘c. Iawma)’cing is the reconciliation of
dlive’zgent views. In a democratic soctely like ours, the putpose
of tepesentative government s to scyqen tension——reduce

stuife while enaé[ing groups and individuals to mote neazllg
obtain the kind of Mz t;leg wish to lve. ’

The fz‘mction of Gongless is ot to conveit the will af the mayouly
q[ the peop[e into law, rather its f;mction is to hammer out on
the anvil o][ pal;[ic debate a compromise between pola’z positions
accepfab[e to a mayouty. Ina ::Zemacmcg, the peop[e themselves
vote “ges” ot “no” on the issues and there is less opportunity ﬁ)v‘z
compromise. When a ’zc{fé’zendum s ta/cen, no amenc{ments ate
allowed; there is quite c[eat{z; a {osing side. Ina ’eepu!;[ic.
tepresentatives vole j[o’t the peop[e. Thee is discussion and
debate. Theve are amendments. There is opportunity ﬁ)z
compromise. It is less clear that thete is a losing side.”

William . MeCulloch
Octoéze’z, 1971
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